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the iron, the'most valuable present in the world, to a na-
tion whose only employments were war and'hunting, and
amongst whom show and luxury had no place.

Pedro, their captain, being desired by Drake to go
through the ship, and to choose what he most desired,
fixed his eye upon a cimetar, set with diamonds, which the
French captain had presented to Drake; and, being un-
willing to ask for so valuable a present, offered for it four
large quoits, or thick plates of gold, which he had, hitherto,
concealed; but Drake, desirous to show him that fidelity
is seldom without a recompense, gave it him with the
highest professions of satisfaction and esteem. Pedro,
receiving it with the utmost gratitude, informed him,-that,
by bestowing it he had conferred greatness and honour
upon him; for, by presenting it -to his king, he doubted
not of obtaining the highest rank amongst the Symerons.
He then persisted in his resolution of leaving the gold,
which was generously thrown by Drake into the common
stock; for he said, that those, at whose, expenses he had
been sent out, ought to share in all the gain of the expedi-
tion, whatever pretence cavil and chicanery might supply
for the appropriation of any part of it. Thus was Drake's
character consistent with itself; he was equally superiour
to avarice and fear, and through whatever danger he might
go in quest of gold, he thought it not valuable enough to
be obtained by artifice or dishonesty.                   . .

They now forsook the coast of .America, which.for many
months they had kept in perpetual alarms, having taken
more than two hundred ships, of all sizes, between Cartha-
gena and Nombre de Dios, of which they never destroyed
any, unless they were fitted out against them; nor ever de-r
tained the prisoners longer than was necessary for .their
own security or concealment, providing for .them .in the
same manner as for themselves, and protecting them from
the malice of the Symerons; a behaviour which humanity
dictates, and which, perhaps, even policy cannot disap-
prove. . He must certainly meet with obstinate opposition,
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